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December 19, 2005

SUBJ:  TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 5267

Ref:  (1)  Supreme Court of the United States, Miller vs Madeleine K. Albright Secretary of the

                United States.

         (2)  Parenting Our Children, In the Best Interest of the Nation

DADS of Michigan, DADS of Michigan PAC, MOMS For DADS, American Council For Fathers and Children, National Congress For Fathers and Children are in support of HB 5267.  The internet contains numerous sites and lists, too many to count, in support of joint parenting and equal rights of parents in custody disputes.

The bottom line is the current systems and processes for domestic relations and conflict resolution are broken.  It is time for fundamental changes.  All of the scientific social research published by leading institutions in this country and abroad recommend more joint parenting arrangements.  The European community has embraced joint parenting arrangements much more readily than the United States and the results expel the myths against joint parenting.

In my travels with the US Navy, EDS, Navy League of the United States, APICS, the Educational Society For Resource Management, I find people, men and women, struggling with a dysfunctional judicial process in their attempts to be included in their children's lives.  In one example, 40 percent of my Naval Reserve unit were not allowed to see their children as a result of state custody and parenting time guidelines.

I have for exhibit, (1) thousands of signatures from men and women in southeast Michigan alone in support of HB 5267, (2) the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services study "Parenting Our Children, In the Best Interest of the Nation', (3) photo of movie star Clark Gabels' former residence with hundreds of children that are not allowed to see their parents.

All of the scientific social research over the past decades concludes that children fare much better with two-parent involvement in children's lives.  HB 5267 is in the best interest of children.

The Constitution of the United States provides that people should not be discriminated against based on sex.  Yet, more than eighty-eight percent of the custody awards in Michigan are to one gender, regardless of the ability to serve the best interests of the children.  The Judicial process is therefore unable to be impartial and unbiased in the award of custody.

It has been verified by scientific study on numerous occasions that with equal custody arrangements (1) child support compliance increases with two parent involvement, (2) women are better able to seek education and career opportunities to further their welfare and well being, (3) children receive financial support above and beyond child support payments.  So, even if child support payments are adjusted due to equal custody arrangements, the best interest of the children will be better served as a result of the additional emotional and financial support.

The United States is a country of immigrants.  Our ancestors arrived in this country with little or no money.  This continues to this day.  As an example, the Korean and Romanians that serviced the building when I worked for EDS, and the many nationalities servicing our government buildings in Washington, DC where I worked for the Naval Reserve are, in many cases, only above the poverty line.  Yet the children of these families with two parent involvement are receiving emotional support and guidance that will provide the foundation to live a life style that is better than their parents.  Can we claim that for children of divorce?  Children of divorce are excluded from half of the emotional and financial support structure of their family.

The current judicial process has produced volumes of statistics that concludes that the current practice is a presumption that one parent is more fit than the other, and that one parent is better than two, one half of a family support structure is better than two.  Single custody is presumed and codified in Michigan law for unwed parents.

A colleague and business professional completed arrangements with his then wife that the assets and children's care would be jointly shared.  At the conclusion of the divorce trial, the couple was financially devastated, emotionally devastated, and the children were emotionally damaged.  The Father was no longer allowed to help in the care of the children during the transition of the Mother into the workforce.  Why? Because current practices of the judiciary awarded custody to the Mother, ignoring the wishes of the parents.  I wish this were an exception to the rule.
Therefore a presumption of equal custody should be the rule and not the exception.

I invite you to explore the myths of equal parenting arrangements to discover the truth and benefits.  If these arrangements fail, then there are ample laws to protect individuals and move the arrangement to sole custody arrangement.

Thank you very much for the opportunity to present this testimony.

I pray for wisdom to do that which is right and in the best interest of children.

God bless America.

Sincerely

James M. Semerad

Chairman

